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Commander’s Corner
Post 862 Commander John Chizmar

I was elected PCC (Past
Commander’s Club) President for
Outpost 29 last month, and as
your 29th District Leadership
Chairman I think this is a nice fit,
in keeping with those duties.

My vision for Outpost 29 is to
establish a leadership cadre in the
29th District by which courses of

instruction can be developed for mentoring the officers and
Legionnaires of the 29th District. This is not to say that any
of the past commanders are “elite” or are the “know it alls”
of the district, but that the past commanders should have,
and most already do have, an experience as a past
commander that should be passed on to the future leadership
of our posts and district. Hopefully, one day grooming them
to represent us at the area, department and national levels of
our organization so that our interests are well represented at
these echelons.

It was also suggested to me, and we’ve taken on the task, of
mentoring posts that need this kind of support. Post mentors
are to visit these posts to offer help in basic American
Legion organization and ritual, in establishing American
Legion programs as every post should, and to help achieve
success in these programs. If you find these members of the
PCC at our post, do not be alarmed or think that our post is
failing in any way, because I’ve also instructed these Le-
gionnaires to visit successful posts in order to learn what
works for that post and what doesn’t work, to pass on the
widest variety of knowledge about our district as possible to
the posts that need mentoring.

The learning never stops – I also encourage every Legion-
naire to take advantage of all the education that is available
to you. There are many publications at national and depart-
ment that can assist you in learning about the Legion. Enroll
in the American Legion Institute and then there is the Ame-
rican Legion College. All of these things are available to us
and yet it seems like they are the best kept secrets in the
American Legion. You can call or email me if you need any
help in finding these resources (949) 310-4334 and
j.chizmar@sbcglobal.net.

I’ve also taken notice of a terrific mentoring program that
Ed Alvarez of the Placentia Post 277 has been taking part in,
inviting Legionnaires to attend the district and area meetings

From the Pulpit
Pastor Tom Tyree, Chaplain Post 862

“Protected by God”

In Job 5:20 we read, “He
[God] shall deliver you in
war from the power of the
sword.” This is the Lord
protecting the soldier in a
combat situation. Yet we
realize that if it is God’s will
for that soldier to die in

battle, it is most definitely a high privilege and honor.

Benjamin Franklin spoke of this in his autobiography. “Oh
my friends, the glory of serving and saving others is
SUPERIOR to the advantage of BEING SERVED AND
SECURED. Let us resolutely and generously unite in our
country’s cause in which to die is the sweetest of all deaths;
and may the ‘God of the Armies’ [the military] bless our
honest endeavors.”

To give the gist of Job 38:21-23, we state that “if the Lord
can organize a snowflake, create a snowstorm or hailstorm,
then He can protect our wonderful troops against the day of
battle and war.” Let us go for victory and be worthy of
victory.

We conclude this article on “Devine Protection” with a
famous letter written on June 6, 1944:

Dear George:

At 0700 hours this morning, BBC announced the landing of
the Allied paratroops, so this is it. This group of unconque-
rable heroes whom I command are not yet in it, but we will
be soon. I wish I was there now as it is a lovely sunny day
for battle. I have no immediate idea of being killed, but one
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Monthly Member Meeting
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The Square Knot
Youth Programs are very important; which is why the
American Legion is a strong sponsor of many different
programs: Scouting, Boys State, Oratorical, Legion
Baseball, Shooting Sports, and more. These programs are
all very different in the types of activities they offer the
boys, but they are all the same in that they teach leadership,
character, citizenship, and personal responsibility!

Right now, our Post offers direct support for Scouting by
chartering a Boy Scout Troop, Pack, and Venture Crew. We
also sponsor two boys a year to attend Boys State and we are
trying to send four boys for 2010.

We have put out a request for someone to chair the
Oratorical competition for 2010. The Oratorical is a great
program for young men to give speeches in front of crowds.
The winners can receive substantial scholarships. If you are
interested in helping on the Oratorical Committee or as the
Chairperson, please let me know as soon as possible because
we need to get moving for the upcoming season.

The next goal is to start a shooting program. My vision is to
make this a combined program: Boy Scout Venture Crew,
American Legion Shooting Sports, and the NRA Shooting
Program. I plan to head this up myself, but I will need some
helpers. If you have an interest in shooting sports or helping
young men learn discipline, leadership, and character
through firearms training, please let me know. I would like
to have a leadership meeting in the near future.

In support of my vision, I am submitting for an NRA Grant
to get the program started. The application is due by
November 1, 2009 and awards are disbursed in January,
2010.

Thank you for your support of our Youth Programs. Please
check out the Troop and Packs calendars for opportunities to
show our support for them as they show for us. You can
meet some of our Scouts at the American Legion Pancake
Breakfast, November 14. I hope to see you there!

PS - I also hope to see you all at the Jarhead Jamboree on
Friday, November 6. See the flyer in this newsletter.

For God and Country...
Semper Fidelis,

Thom Spratt, 3rd Vice
Commander, Saddleback
Valley Post 862
Scoutmaster, Troop 623, Boy
Scouts of America

If you don't read the newspaper you are
uninformed, if you do read the newspaper you
are misinformed. Mark Twain
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