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Commander’s Corner
Post 862 Commander John Chizmar

First let me thank all of you for
electing me as your Commander
for Legion Year 2009-2010. It is
an honor to serve my post once
again as an officer. I also want to
congratulate our Past Post Com-
mander Thom Spratt for the su-
perb job he has done these past
two years as well. Congratula-
tions should go out to all of our

past and present officers, as they all have and all will serve
our post well.

For those of you who don't know me, I served in the
Marines from 1982 to 1990. Joined the American Legion in
2004 so that I could join the American Legion Riders. I
soon found out there was no Riders Chapter in the 29th
Distict (Orange County) so I joined Chapter 149 in the 22nd
District (San Diego County). My comrades in the Riders
talked me into starting a chapter in the 29th District, so I
went to work soliciting motorcycle riders in the posts of the
29th District to start the current Riders Chapter at the Albert
E. Schwab Post 555 in Midway City.

While serving as the Sergeant-at-Arms for our Post in
Legion Year 2005-2006, I was also working hard to get the
Riders organized. We started Chapter 555 in September of
2006 where I served as the Chapter's first President, and in
October of the same year was fortunate enough to be sent by
the Department of California to the American Legion
College at the American Legion's National Headquarters in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Soon I was tapped for 29th District 1st Vice Commander
and began working hard on membership in Legion Year
2007-2008, which we ended successfully as 2nd in the
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From the Pulpit
Pastor Tom Tyree, Chaplain Post 862

“Justifiable Warfare”

“Put him down, Hernandez,
put him down!”

I heard the above phrase
shouted by a platoon leader
during a firefight in
Fallugah, Iraq. The battle
was aired on the Military
Channel. Hernandez did

“put down” the hostile, and by so doing, saved both military
and civilian lives. This incident illustrates the “in combat”
application of “Point7” in our present series on “Justified
Warfare:” namely, going to war requires good training. This
means that you can’t just pick up a weapon and put on a
uniform; you must be properly trained. By “properly
trained,” I mean, “beast barracks training…” then you can
“put down” the terrorist enemies. Numbers 31:3-4, Judges
3:2, Luke 14:31. Let’s look at what God says in His Word:

A. Numbers 31:3: “Arm some of yourselves unto the
war.” This means to prepare and use arms for
warfare. Remember Col. Hackworth recounted
how our military “guarded our embassies without
any ammo in their weapons during the Clinton
Administration! Imagine that! No ammo. How
stupid and rediculous!

B. Numbers 31:3: “Let them go,” i.e. “let” them
which are trained “go.”

C. Numbers 31:5: “12,000 armed for war.” Israel
started out with a small, well-trained and prepared
army. This, by the way, is the only and right way
to begin a powerful army to “put down” the
Islamic fascists enemy!
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