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July 4th 1776, The Declaration of
American Independence:
The Price of Freedom
From Rees Lloyd, Scribe, District 21:

To Preserve The Freedom They Bequeathed To Us, We Must
Walk In The Footsteps of the Founders

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who
signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4th 1776?

Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and
tortured before they died.

Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned.

Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army;
another had two sons captured.

Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of
the Revolutionary War.

They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honor.

What kind of men were they?

Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists.

Eleven were merchants.

Nine were farmers and large plantation owners.

They were men of means, well educated, but they signed the
Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the
penalty would be death if they were captured.

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw
his ships swept from the seas by the British Navy. He sold
his home and properties to pay his debts and died in rags.

Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was
forced to move his family almost constantly. He served in
the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding.
His possessions were taken from him, and poverty was his
reward.

Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall,
Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and
Middleton.

At the battle of Yorktown , Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that
the British General Cornwallis had taken over the Nelson
home for his headquarters. He quietly urged General
George Washington to open fire. The home was destroyed,
and Nelson died bankrupt.

Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The
enemy jailed his wife, and she died within a few months.

John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was
dying. Their 13 children fled for their lives. His fields and
his gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year he
lived in forests and caves, returning home to find his wife
dead and his children vanished.

These are the Founding Fathers who declared the indepen-
dence of our nation on July 4, 1776, and bequeathed our
freedom to us.

We owe a great debt to each of them, and to each of the
ordinary Americans who served and sacrificed, fought and
died, as soldiers of the Revolutionary Army led by Gen.
George Washington, the Father Of Our Country, a soldier of
America for forty-five (45) years, who defeated what was
the greatest military power on earth in order to leave us, his
and those soldiers' posterity, a legacy of liberty as free
Americans.

Gen. Washington, addressing what was called his "rag-tag"
Revolutionary Army of citizens who had no chance of
winning against the mercenaries and professional army of
England, said:

"The fate of unborn millions will now depend, under God,
on the courage of this army. Our cruel and unrelenting
enemy leaves us only the choice of brave resistance, or the
most abject submission. We have, therefore, to resolve to
conquer or die."

We are those "unborn millions" for whom George Washing-
ton, the other Founding Fathers, those soldiers of the Revo-
lutionary Army, and those one-third of Americans who sup-
ported the fight for freedom, paid for our freedom with their
"lives...fortunes...and sacred honor." (Yes, only one-third of
the Americans supported the revolution, one third supported
submission to the tyranny King George III of England,
literally a madman; and the other third was neutral.)

We owe a great debt to all those Americans who came
before us and declared our freedom on July 4, 1776, and
protected it by their sacrifices in military service in the
Revolutionary War, and every war since that time in which
freedom was in peril -- at a cost of over a million American
lives lost in military service in all those wars in defense of
freedom.

We pay that debt owed to the Americans who came before
us and secured and protected our freedom, by continuing our
service to protect the freedom of the Americans who will
come after us.

May God bless Thomas Jefferson who wrote that Declara-
tion of Independence and each of the fifty-six patriots who
signed it, Gen. George Washington and each veteran who
served in the Revolutionary War, and every veteran of every
period of war since July 4, 1776, who has served in defense
of American freedom, including those who are serving now
in the cause of freedom against yet another "cruel and
relentless enemy," who shall surely be defeated if we have
the courage to walk in the footsteps of the Founders.

Coming Events
Please mark the following dates on your calendar. Hope you
can attend. For further information, contact
commander@post862.org.

Nov 7 – American Legion Riders Chapter 555 Poker Run
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The Tuskegee Pilots of World War II
Fame
By Hal Camp, AMVETS

Recent articles concerning WWII Exploits of the Tuskegee
Pilots in Europe portrayed them as pilots only in fighter
aircraft. They also flew bomber missions originating in Italy
and bombing southern France, crossing over Corsica each
way. Seabees stationed on Corsica erecting huge oil storage
tanks were up on a tall hill and able to observe the flights
each way. They were most observant of the difficulty of the
pilots attempting to make it “home” with flak damage.
Attention became riveted to the difficulty of a returning four
engine bomber evidently hoping to make the small fighter
strip with only one outboard engine still working. As the
plane banked to make a run for the fighter strip, it displayed
that it had taken a direct hit, and the waist-gunner’s place
was now a complete hole through both sides. The pilot did
do the miraculous; he made a perfect landing.

The Seabees jumped in their jeep to observe, first hand, the
two men who had accomplished the seeming miraculous;
landing their bomber on a small fighter strip. The pilot and
co-pilot were the only survivors, and they were a bloody
mess. The nose and the tail gunners were dead.

Several years later, these two members of the Tuskegee
group applied for an AMVETS charter.

Saddleback College VETS Program

By Chris Carlson

At our last Post 862 meeting on June 15, we had the
pleasure of hearing from three members of the Saddleback
College VETS Program. This program is referenced in the
Commander’s Column on page 1. Terrence Nelson was
kind enough to send me an e-mail describing the program,
and it is below:

On behalf of the Saddleback College student Veterans, I
want to send our sincere thanks for your assistance to our
Veterans Education and Transition Services (VETS)
program. You are the first of what we hope to be many

community organizations that lend a helping hand to our
returning Veterans and military families attending Saddle-
back. Once we have a chance to open our VETS Center, we
will let your Post know exactly how your donation will impact
our efforts.

You asked me to write a few words to explain what we do
here in the VETS program for your newsletter. First, we
have made every effort to have our program driven by
student need. Our Veterans Outreach Aide, Tony Belot, is a
Marine Veteran who served two tours in the Middle East and
currently attends Saddleback. In the fall, we will have three
other student Veterans working for us. We offer career,
personal, and academic counseling geared for student
Veterans. Our college also offers acute mental health
services and a robust disabled student program that cater to
the needs of this student group. Our Veterans club, who this
spring was made up of 35 members, is a nationally chartered
VCO. Our new facility the VETS Center in the Student
Services Center at our institution will be made up of four
offices and a shared common area that will act as a social
area. If you are interested in learning any more about our
program, go to www.saddleback.edu/vets and run through
the links.

Though the Veterans Memorial is a major symbol of our
respect and admiration to those that have served our
country, our VETS program is the substance that gives true
meaning behind this symbol. We have also made a commit-
ment to enhance services at other colleges by spearheading
a regional consortium of Veterans program directors
covering 13 community colleges. We feel that to truly meet
our mission, we must advocate and share best practices
statewide to make the transition and readjustment for
returning Veterans to college and civilian life as seamless as
possible. Do not hesitate to contact me if you need anything
else or would like to come out to see our VETS Center.

Best Regards,

Terence C Nelson, M.Ed. M.S.
Assistant Dean, Counseling Services and Special
Programs
VETS Director- www.saddleback.edu/vets
Saddleback College
949-582-4473

Cap and Trade?
I know Al Gore says the science behind climate change is settled,
but Dr. Alan Carlin isn’t so sure. Dr. Carlin, who holds a degree in
physics and a Ph.D. in economics, recently authored a report for
the EPA questioning the science behind the assumptions of man-
made global warming, and, thus, the whole foundation of cap-and-
trade tax schemes. His critical report was quashed by the EPA. In
fact, the EPA ordered Dr. Carlin not to discuss his report, and his
superior ordered him “to move on to other issues and subjects. I
don’t want you to spend any additional EPA time on climate
change.”

Last week Glenn Beck had Dr. Carlin on his show to explain his
report. Dr. Carlin’s brief presentation was a devastating “cross-
examination” of the Left’s demand for a new energy tax, the largest
tax increase in our nation’s history. Of course, it also helps explain
why Barack Obama, Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid don’t want to
waste time letting legislators read their massive cap-and-trade tax
bill. Even the Washington Post admitted this weekend that the bill
won’t stop climate change, “even if it works exactly as planned.”

Quoted from Gary Bauer 7/6/2009




